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Downloading the book My Ántonia (Norton Critical Editions) By Willa Cather in this internet site listings
can give you much more benefits. It will show you the very best book collections and also completed
collections. Numerous books can be located in this web site. So, this is not only this My Ántonia (Norton
Critical Editions) By Willa Cather Nonetheless, this book is referred to read since it is a motivating book to
give you much more chance to obtain experiences and also thoughts. This is simple, check out the soft
documents of guide My Ántonia (Norton Critical Editions) By Willa Cather as well as you get it.

Amazon.com Review
It seems almost sacrilege to infringe upon a book as soulful and rich as Willa Cather's My Ántonia by
offering comment. First published in 1918, and set in Nebraska in the late 19th century, this tale of the
spirited daughter of a Bohemian immigrant family planning to farm on the untamed land ("not a country at
all but the material out of which countries are made") comes to us through the romantic eyes of Jim Burden.
He is, at the time of their meeting, newly orphaned and arriving at his grandparents' neighboring farm on the
same night her family strikes out to make good in their new country. Jim chooses the opening words of his
recollections deliberately: "I first heard of Ántonia on what seemed to be an interminable journey across the
great midland plain of North America," and it seems almost certain that readers of Cather's masterpiece will
just as easily pinpoint the first time they heard of Ántonia and her world. It seems equally certain that they,
too, will remember that moment as one of great light in an otherwise unremarkable trip through the world.

Ántonia, who, even as a grown woman somewhat downtrodden by circumstance and hard work, "had not
lost the fire of life," lies at the center of almost every human condition that Cather's novel effortlessly
untangles. She represents immigrant struggles with a foreign land and tongue, the restraints on women of the
time (with which Cather was very much concerned), the more general desires for love, family, and
companionship, and the great capacity for forbearance that marked the earliest settlers on the frontier.

As if all this humanity weren't enough, Cather paints her descriptions of the vastness of nature--the high, red
grass, the road that "ran about like a wild thing," the endless wind on the plains--with strokes so vivid as to
make us feel in our bones that we've just come in from a walk on that very terrain ourselves. As the story
progresses, Jim goes off to the University in Lincoln to study Latin (later moving on to Harvard and
eventually staying put on the East Coast in another neat encompassing of a stage in America's development)
and learns Virgil's phrase "Optima dies ... prima fugit" that Cather uses as the novel's epigraph. "The best
days are the first to flee"--this could be said equally of childhood and the earliest hours of this country in
which the open land, much like My Ántonia, was nothing short of a rhapsody in prairie sky blue. --Melanie
Rehak

From School Library Journal
Grade 7 Up--In Jim Burden's accounting of his life with, and without, Antonia Shimerda, listeners are
transported to the hardscrabble Nebraska prairie and the rural immigrant experience. When Jim first sees the



Shimerda family, immigrants from Bohemia, disembarking from the same train that is taking him West to
live with his grandparents, he has no idea the impact they will have on his life. Nostalgically, he remembers
the good and bad times they had on their respective farms and creates his portrait of Antonia, an independent
and tough survivor. The brief biography of author Willa Cather at the beginning of the CD explains how her
life mirrors Antonia's life in many ways, helping listeners understand the context of the story. Patrick
Lawlor's rich, fluid voice lends an air of sophistication to Burden, reinforcing the class structure inherent at
the beginning of the 20th century. Lawlor's attempts to create voices for the characters often falls flat. Since
the novel is Burden's reminiscence, it would have been better told in Burden's voice alone. Since My Antonia
continues to be a staple in many English curriculums, this is a good audiobook for schools and public
libraries to have available.--Lynn Evarts, Sauk Prairie High School, Prairie du Sac, WA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Winner of the 2012 Fifty Books/Fifty Covers show, organized by Design Observer in association with AIGA
and Designers & Books

Winner of the 2014 Type Directors Club Communication Design Award

Praise for Penguin Drop Caps:

"[Penguin Drop Caps] convey a sense of nostalgia for the tactility and aesthetic power of a physical book and
for a centuries-old tradition of beautiful lettering."
Fast Company

Vibrant, minimalist new typographic covers.... Bonus points for the heartening gender balance of the initial
selections.
Maria Popova, Brain Pickings

"The Penguin Drop Caps series is a great example of the power of design. Why buy these particular classics
when there are less expensive, even free editions of Great Expectations? Because they re beautiful objects.
Paul Buckley and Jessica Hische s fresh approach to the literary classics reduces the design down to
typography and color. Each cover is foil-stamped with a cleverly illustrated letterform that reveals an
element of the story. Jane Austen s A (Pride and Prejudice) is formed by opulent peacock feathers and
Charlotte Bronte s B (Jane Eyre) is surrounded by flames. The complete set forms a rainbow spectrum
prettier than anything else on your bookshelf."
Rex Bonomelli, The New York Times

"Drool-inducing."
Flavorwire

"Classic reads in stunning covers your book club will be dying."
Redbook --Various
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In the final volume in her prairie trilogy, Willa Cather fully transforms memory into art to create her most
autobiographical novel.

Set in the Nebraska landscape in a community evocative of Cather’s own (Red Cloud), My Ántonia tells the
story of Ántonia Shimerda, a Bohemian immigrant, and Jim Burden, who like Cather was uprooted from
Virginia to the Nebraska prairie. Ántonia and Jim, like many of the other characters in this 1918 novel, are
based on Cather’s childhood friends. This Norton Critical Edition is based on the first published edition of
the novel. It is accompanied by explanatory footnotes, key illustrations, an introduction that gives readers a
historical overview of both author and novel, and a note on the text.

“Contexts and Backgrounds” is a rich collection of materials organized around the novel’s central themes:
“Autobiographical and Biographical Writings,” “Letters,” and “Americanization and Immigration.” Willa
Cather, Edith Lewis, Latrobe Carroll, Rose C. Feld, Guy Reynolds, Woodrow Wilson, Peter Roberts, Horace
M. Kallen, Sarka B. Hrbkova, and Rose Rosicky, among others, are included.

“Criticism” spans a century of scholarship on Willa Cather and My Ántonia, from contemporary reviews by
Henry Walcott Boynton, H. L. Mencken, and Elia W. Peattie, among others, to recent critical assessments by
Terence Martin, Blanche Gelfant, Jean Schwind, Richard H. Millington, Susan Rosowski, Mike Fischer,
Janis Stout, Marilee Lindemann, and Linda Joyce Brown.

A Chronology of Cather’s life and work and a Selected Bibliography are also included.
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Most helpful customer reviews

187 of 199 people found the following review helpful.
Some memories are realities
By D. Cloyce Smith
When Willa Cather was writing "My Antonia," she visited her friend, the journalist and war correspondent
Elizabeth Sergeant, grabbed an old apothecary jar filled with flowers, set it in the center of an antique table,
and explained: "I want my new heroine to be like this--like a rare object in the middle of a table, which one
may examine from all sides. . . . I want her to stand out--like this--like this--because she is the story."

This anecdote (recounted in James Woodress's biography of Cather) sums up almost exactly the technique
that makes her novel both unique and unusual. Instead of writing the story from her heroine's point of view,
or from the point of view of an omniscient narrator, Cather instead creates a bystander, the likeable and
somewhat innocent Jim Burden, who has written down a series of memories where his and Antonia's lives
intersect; "My Antonia" is a biography through the mask of autobiography. While this is Jim's story as much
as it is Antonia's (she is barely mentioned at all in Book III), we are ultimately studying a much-loved thing
of beauty from "all sides"--from the distance separating it and the observer.

Although "My Antonia" relates a number of exciting, sentimental, horrifying, and even scandalous incidents
(none of which will be divulged here), Cather very deliberately chose to write a character novel rather than
an action story. Many of the book's pivotal "events" happen offstage; we learn what has happened only when
Jim hears about Antonia or runs into her at a gathering or stops by her home. Such a detached approach is a
departure from that used by many of the American naturalists (e.g., Dreiser, Lewis) writing during this
period, yet her book is surely a model of realism. As Jim writes when he notes his reluctance to visit Antonia
when they are both grown, "Some memories are realities, and are better than anything that can ever happen
to one again."

As with all of Cather's novels, the prairie town of Black Hawk (which, is of course, Cather's hometown of
Red Cloud), is populated with a variety of hirelings and homesteaders, dreamers and pretenders, romantics
and scoundrels. (Cather seldom sketched a character as downright wicked as the would-be rapist Wick
Cutter.) But none of the townsfolk outshine either the affectionate, if platonic, rapport between Jim and



Antonia or the unforgettable portrayal of Antonia herself.

99 of 105 people found the following review helpful.
A moving portrait of our nation's roots and the open plains
By Chad M. Brick
When I went to write the review of Cather's work, I was surprised to find that most of the reviews were
written by high school students who were required to read the book. The strengths of "My Antonia", in my
opinion, would not be obvious to most teenagers. Taken at face value, as a fictional story of the struggles of
Bohemian immigrants to the mid-west, the story has merits which probably underlie its popularity among
secondary teachers.
However, that is not what makes this book special. Simply put, both the characters and setting of this novel
are beautiful. Cather clearly loved the land she was writing about, and her passion for the farm country of her
youth flowed through her writings. Her narrator, Jim, reveals the life of the immigrant Antonia, his
childhood friend. Though most of the book is about their childhood together, it is written from Jim's view as
an adult. This is tremendously important, as Jim's observations are clearly bear a mark of maturity that would
be out-of-place if the book were written from the point-of-view of a child. Perhaps this is what many
teenagers miss. Few of them have experienced the profound bittersweet feelings adults have when looking
back upon their youth. These emotions were entwined through the novel from beginning to end, forming a
scaffold upon which the story was told. To miss them is to miss everything that makes this novel great, rather
than just historical fiction.

85 of 93 people found the following review helpful.
Antonia, "who seemed to mean to us the country, the conditions, the whole adventure of our childhood."
By Jana L.Perskie
In 1882, when author Willa Cather was nine years-old, her family left their home in Back Creek Valley,
Virginia, and moved to Nebraska, near the settler country in Red Cloud where they farmed a homestead. Ms.
Cather, often thought of as a chronicler of the pioneer American West, frequently drew on her memories of
prairie culture and her own personal experiences. She wrote about the themes closest to her heart. Of primary
importance was the drama of the immigrant struggling to survive in a new world, epitomized here in "My
Antonia." In this extraordinary novel, Miss Cather weaves together the story of Antonia Shimerda, an
immigrant girl from Bohemia who represents the optimism, determination and pure grit that newcomers to
America needed to make a successful life, and that of American-born Jim Burden, our narrator.

Burden, a successful and cultured East-coast lawyer, is returning to his childhood home in Blackhawk,
Nebraska for a visit. On the long train ride, he reminisces with an unnamed friend about the place where they
had both grown up and about the people they knew - especially their dear friend Antonia, "who seemed to
mean to us the country, the conditions, the whole adventure of our childhood."

When young Jim Burden was orphaned at age ten, he left his native Virginia to live with his grandparents on
their farm, just outside of Blackhawk. At almost the same time that Jim arrived, the Shimerda family settled
on their land. Mrs. Shimerda had argued effectively for a move to America so that the children, especially
Ambrosch, the eldest son, would have the chance to make a better life for themselves, with more possibilities
of moving up in the social hierarchy and of acquiring wealth. The Bohemian newcomers were the Burden's
closest neighbors. Fourteen year-old Antonia Shimerda, the eldest daughter became a close friend of Jim's.
He was immediately drawn to her warmth and friendliness. When Antonia's father, a sensitive, refined man,
discovered that Jim was educated he asked the boy to teach his daughter to speak English. "Te-e-ach, te-e-
ach my Án-tonia!" he told/asked Mrs. Burden. Together the two young people worked the land and explored
the glorious prairie. And Antonia began to learn English.

Unfortunately, Antonia's studies came to an end with her father's tragic suicide. The man missed his native



land terribly and was not able to accept his family's extreme poverty or the demands of his wife and son.
When he lost his only friends, he sunk into a deep depression from which he was not able to escape. After
Mr. Shimerda's death, Antonia had to work even harder, performing the heaviest, most physically demanding
chores, just to keep the farm from going under. She was not able to go to school with Jim, and began to
slowly lose the refined ways she had learned from her dad.

The author describes Antonia's life as Jim perceives it, and from information he gathers from others about
the long periods when he did not have contact with her. Their widely different positions in society dictated
their life choices and their fortunes. And their lives, their personal histories, parallel the changes and the
transformation of the Great Plains. When Antonia and Jim explored the Nebraskan wilderness, it was a
wilderness as far as the eye could see. "There seemed to be nothing to see; no fences, no creeks or trees, no
hills or fields. If there was a road, I could not make it out in the faint starlight. There was nothing but land:
not a country at all, but the material out of which countries are made. No, there was nothing but land--
slightly undulating..." And, "I had the feeling that the world was left behind, that we had got over the edge of
it, and were outside man's jurisdiction. I had never before looked up at the sky when there was not a familiar
mountain ridge against it. But this was the complete dome of heaven, all there was of it." When Jim makes
his return trip by train, years later, everything had changed.

Willa Cather's prose is straightforward, the narrative is deceptively simple and crystal clear. Her characters
are complex and the wonderful, richly textured descriptions of the landscape and life on the plains make
reading the novel pure pleasure. The author also captures the interior landscape of her characters with great
perception and sensitivity. This is a great work of fiction which depicts a people, and a place in time, which
only remain on the pages of a book, preserved vividly by Willa Cather.

I prefer to purchase Enriched Classics fiction whenever available. I find they offer readers more affordable
editions of great works of literature with supplementary critical text. "My Antonia" contains: a concise
introduction by Editor Cynthia Brantley Johnson that gives readers important background information; a
chronology of Willa Cather's life and work; a timeline of significant events that provides the book's historical
context; an outline of key themes and plot points; detailed explanatory notes; critical analysis, including
contemporary and modern perspectives of "My Antonia;" discussion questions ideal for book club
conversations; a recommended related bibliography.

H.L. Mencken wrote, "No romantic novel ever written in America, by man or woman, is one half so
beautiful as 'My Antonia.'"
JANA

See all 702 customer reviews...
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