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This book Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Damien Keown is expected to
be among the very best vendor book that will make you really feel pleased to get as well as read it for
finished. As known could common, every publication will certainly have particular points that will make a
person interested a lot. Even it originates from the author, kind, material, and even the publisher.
Nevertheless, many people additionally take the book Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) By Damien Keown based on the motif as well as title that make them surprised in. as well as
below, this Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Damien Keown is quite
suggested for you due to the fact that it has appealing title and also motif to check out.

Amazon.com Review

Is Buddhism more or less environmentally friendly than Christianity? Which aspects of Buddhist teachings
might make it appear in harmony with contemporary ecological attitudes? Do you think Buddha was
concerned about the environment?  Review
Review from previous edition: "Damien Keown ... His short account has been tried out in draft on students
and is admirably lucid, anticipating and dealing well with the questions that are bound to come up."

--Roger Farrington, The Middle Way, Vol. 71, No. 4, February 1997

"Damien Keown's book is a readable and wonderfully lucid introduction to one of mankind's most beautiful,
profound, and compelling systems of wisdom. His impressive powers of explanation help us to come to
terms with a vital contemporary reality."

--Bryan Appleyard

"an excellent and highly readable account of a complex and multifarious subject. Even if you were to read
nothing else, you would probably come away with a fair idea of what Buddhism is all about."

--Looi Siew Tip, New Straits Times

"impressive"

--Sarah Marriott, Irish Times 13/5/00 About the Author

Damien Keown is Reader in Buddhism at Goldsmiths College, University of London. His books on
Buddhism include Dictionary of Buddhism and Buddhist Ethics: A Very Short Introduction. He is also
Editor of The Journal of Buddhist Ethics and Co-Editor of The Curzon Critical Studies in Buddhism series.
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Do you assume that reading is a crucial task? Find your factors why adding is crucial. Checking out an e-
book Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Damien Keown is one part
of enjoyable activities that will certainly make your life top quality a lot better. It is not concerning only just
what kind of book Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Damien Keown you
check out, it is not simply regarding just how numerous books you review, it has to do with the routine.
Checking out habit will certainly be a means to make publication Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) By Damien Keown as her or his pal. It will certainly despite if they spend cash
and also invest more e-books to finish reading, so does this book Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) By Damien KeownThe advantages to consider reading guides Buddhism: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Damien Keown are coming to enhance your life high
quality. The life quality will certainly not simply regarding how significantly knowledge you will certainly
acquire. Even you check out the enjoyable or amusing books, it will help you to have boosting life high
quality. Feeling fun will certainly lead you to do something completely. In addition, guide Buddhism: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Damien Keown will offer you the session to take as a
great need to do something. You might not be worthless when reading this publication Buddhism: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Damien KeownNever mind if you do not have adequate
time to head to guide establishment and look for the favourite book to review. Nowadays, the online book
Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Damien Keown is coming to give
convenience of reviewing practice. You could not should go outside to look the e-book Buddhism: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Damien Keown Searching and also downloading guide
entitle Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Damien Keown in this short
article will certainly provide you better remedy. Yeah, on the internet book Buddhism: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) By Damien Keown is a sort of digital e-book that you can get in the
link download given.
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Most helpful customer reviews2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
Seeing the whole elephant
By Peter Reeve
There are many introductory texts available on Buddhism, but this is by far the best I have come across. Its
great strength is its scope. Other books that I have read on the subject present some or other particular variety
of Buddhism, usually a Westernized version of Zen. As Keown states on page 1, "Students of Buddhism
have tended to fasten onto a small part of the tradition and assume their conclusions held true about the
whole". He illustrates this with the story of the blind men and the elephant (from a Buddhist scripture called
the Udana) in which each man grasps a part of the elephant - tail, trunk, tusk, etc - and bases his description
of the animal on that part alone. Keown attempts a broad overview of the history, development and
fragmentation of Buddhist thought, from the life of the Buddha to the present day.

It is what it says - only a very short introduction - but it is packed with useful information. Keown writes
well, in a lucid, concise style.

A different edition of the same book is also available in the A Brief Insight series, available here on Amazon.
The text in that series is (so far as I can tell) always the same as in the VSI series, but the print is larger and
there are many more illustrations, some in color. You might want to check that out if you intend to read this
book, which you should.
[PeterReeve]8 of 8 people found the following review helpful.
Short and sweet
By FrKurt Messick
Part of a series by Oxford University Press, this book, 'Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction', follows the



same format as other texts in the Very Short Introduction series -- it has fewer than 150 pages, is well
indexed, has a useful glossary, accessible and enjoyable narrative, and captures the essence in a very short
space the major points of its topic. There are probably nearing 100 volumes in this Very Short Introduction
series (making it, ironically, not a Very Short series), but among those that I have read, this text stands out as
being one of the best.
Damien Keown, of the University of London and the Royal Asiatic Society, addresses Buddhism past and
present, East and West. Beginning with narrative tales the help to exhibit the principles, Keown examines in
turn the major questions. First, with regard to Buddhism, is this -- is Buddhism really a religion? Often
categorised as such, it is often the exception proving the rule. Many take strong spiritual and philosophical
ideas from Buddhism (sometimes without knowing it) but do not subscribe the larger system of practices --
but perhaps most telling, Buddhism is a non-theistic way of being. Keown looks at seven dimensions of
religion, and concludes that Buddhism does fit a broader definition of religion.
Keown proceeds from there to look at the origins of Buddhism, the life of the Buddha, ideas of karma and
reincarnation, and the central ideas of the Four Noble Truths in Buddhism. From these beginnings,
Buddhism branches out, the largest grouping being the Mahayana (who get their own chapter), and other
spreading first across Asia and then to the rest of the world.
Like other books in this Very Short series, there are useful maps, a nice snapshot timeline, and suggestions
for further reading, should the Very Short introduction not prove sufficient (and for many, this sample will
leave the reader wanting more). I cannot speak too highly of this series, and of this volume on Buddhism by
Keown in particular.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Found this little volume to be exactly what I hoped ...
By Arnold Sealove
Found this little volume to be exactly what I hoped it would be. The author presented the information in an
interesting, informative and objective manner. specifically comparing the various forms of Buddhism to one
another as well as similarities and differences between Buddhism, and other Judeo-Christian religions. If one
is looking for a brief introduction, this seems to be right on lline.See all 51 customer reviews...
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